Ministry in Ukraine
By Ellen Dalager
Wisdom From the Fields, September 2026

[Note from Leslie Urie: Ellen Dalager has been working in Ukraine for just under a year after a
short-term mission morphed into something ... more. She had previously spent a year in the
Discipleship House program of the Prayer League (PL), where the final step of the program is a
Discernment Trek. The purpose of the trek is to ask God, How am | to be involved in your
mission? While in Ukraine she served with another mission but continued to be supported in
prayer by Prayer League. Ellen returned from Ukraine late last month and is now serving as one
of the Discipleship House leaders.]

From Letters From Lviv, May 2026-June 2026. Reprinted with permission.

The Next Right Thing

In reflection on the school year behind me, | am
astounded. Jesus gifted me eight beautifully
refining months of ministry in Lviv, Ukraine, and
three lovely weeks back in the States before
returning to this city | love so dearly. These past
nine months have by no means been easy, but
they have truly changed me. From the way | serve
and love, to the way | view myself and God, the
Lord spared no expense in my sanctification. In
my past Letters from Lviv, you have seen the
Father’s involvement in both Lviv and in me. It’s .
interesting to see that just five short months ago | was asking you to pray for my future in Lviv as
an intern with Josiah Venture (JV), and now I’'m sitting at the table in the intern apartment,
surrounded by my amazing teammates, realizing just how perfectly the Lord calls.




We are about 40 days into our summer internship, and we’re
already able to testify to the love Jesus has for this nation and the
trust He’s given us as vessels of the Gospel here. Our team started
in Budapest, Hungary, where we began JV’s version of the
Amazing Race. Since Ukraine has 14 interns, we were split into
three teams of roughly five people, competing against one
another as well as interns from all the other JV countries. We
traveled from Budapest to Gyor, through Austria by train, and
eventually to Malenovice, Czechia, where we began training. The
Amazing Race was pretty grueling. We averaged 22,000 steps a
day, participated in some ignore-social-embarrassment-level
challenges, and did it all alongside complete strangers | had only
just started calling teammates. The heart behind the Race is to get you over jet
lag, small talk, and pride as quickly as possible ... and it worked. It was a
humbling and difficult start to an even more humbling and difficult training week.

Training was a week of equipping as an intern, but
personally, | spent much of my time unpacking lies | had |
believed from the enemy and had been held captive by 4
for years. However, outside of the seminars and
personal reflection, | met some of the most amazing
people. Having all the interns serving across Europe
together in one building for the week led to beautiful
unity, joy, and intimate moments of worship,
conversation, and genuine fellowship. Training week
flew by, and before we knew it, we were saying
bittersweet goodbyes, excited to be sent out, yet sad to
leave. The Ukraine interns arrived in Lvivand began our
month of camp preparation before camp season starts.

So far, our ministry has consisted of two main parts: administrative work and
physical work. We’ve planned camps, written resource handbooks for local
churches, connected with local leaders, and begun partnering with them in
ministry. We’ve also organized the supply garage, sorted camp merchandise for
Ukrainian churches, and gone into schools for their English camps. Being invited
into schools has been a particularly beautiful part of our ministry — seeing the
love these children had for us and for one another and witnessing the gratitude
of the teachers for our teaching.



| connected especially with one child named Stanislav. He
was in middle school and spoke very good English. He
was incredibly responsible, encouraging, and showed me
so much kindness. During one lesson, a teammate gave
him a bracelet with Matthew 7:7 (“Ask, seek, knock”) on
it. The next time | saw him, he was still wearing it, so |
asked if anyone had explained what it meant. He told me
it was about giving to the poor and getting good things in
return. That opened the door for me to tell him about
the accessibility of Jesus and how deeply Jesus loves him.
He hugged me tighter than he ever had before and
thanked me for sharing about Jesus. The following week,
the students were painting T-shirts, and Stanislav asked
me to paint something so he could remember me. |
painted a cross and a heart and shared more of the
Gospel with him, that Jesus is real, perfect, and loving;
that He loves Stanislav enough to die for him; and that
Jesus

is the missing piece in his life. He looked at me like | had solved
world hunger and hugged me even tighter than before.

Please pray for Stanislav, that the Gospel would penetrate his
heart and that he would come to know and love Jesus Christ.

The Gospel Is Light!




- Another amazing evangelistic opportunity
came in an unusual way. As many of you know,
I've been partnering with Steiger throughout
the year, doing street evangelism with them.
Thankfully, I've been able to continue serving
alongside them during my internship. Through
my relationship with Steiger missionaries, |
was invited to be a guest drummer at Lviv's
music festival for an acoustic duo from Eastern
Ukraine.

These two girls are both atheists and write
music about mental health struggles and
searching for sexual and personal identity, not
- usually the type of music | find myself playing.
I Yet throughout the day, | was able to truly be a
' light within my band. Both girls knew | was a
Christian before we met and wasted no time

P Ty St ms i .. asking about my beliefs. Within ten minutes of
meeting me, they were grllllng me about politics, and their curiosity continued throughout the
day. By the end of it, | had spoken with each of them individually for more than an hour about
my relationship with God and had the opportunity to apologize on behalf of the Church for
some of the pain and hypocrisy they had experienced from believers and the Church.

My conversation with Miroslava, our singer, ended with her crying as we talked
about Heaven. After a long conversation, she said, “'The only reason | don't
believe in Heaven is because I’'m scared that if | accept there’s something better
after this life, it gives me all the more reason to end my life here.” | explained the
beauty of the Great Commission and the Great Commandment, and how God-
given purpose is what makes life worth living. Once you discover God, you can
discover joy in life.

My conversation with Anastasia, our guitarist, ended with her saying,
“Maybe | should actually read the Bible.” She is a pro-choice, LGBT+,

radical feminist advocate who has a deep misunderstanding of both

the Church as an institution and the nature of God. We spent more

than an hour discussing the Christian life, sacrificial love, and how God’s
universal love is not tolerant of sin, but rather that His discipline and
judgement is an expression of His love. She struggled to accept that a
perfect God would not simply let sin slide because He “loves everyone.”
Together, we explored what perfect, fatherly love truly means. Eventually
she grew quiet and said, “Last time | read the Bible, | had such an aggressive



bias. Maybe | should actually read the Bible and try not to hate it until | finish
it.” Her friend, a believer who has been praying for and ministering to her for
years, was walking with us and she shook her head, later telling me she’d never
think Anastasia would say anything positive about Christianity.

God is working miracles in these women. Please commit to praying for Miroslava
and Anastasia, that the Lord would meet them in their brokenness, heal them,
and lead them to accept Him as Lord and Savior after breaking down their walls
against Him.

. As we continue deeper into the summer, our ministry will
=% begin to change. The camps we have prepared for will
~ actually happen, and the leaders we have partnered with
. will serve alongside us. Our ministry is about to get real.

| Please pray for the individuals | encounter in life and at
" camp, that the Lord would be preparing them to hear and

| receive the Gospel. Pray that as the summer flies by | would

be able to slow down and soak in my last months in
' Ukraine and be present with the people | love.

Pray! This westernmost area of Ukraine has suffered deeply from the ongoing war with Russia
and is home to many displaced Ukrainians, but through the darkness God is moving powerfully.
Many children and families are being impacted by the Gospel, and Ellen feels honored to step
into the revival that the Lord is already sparking. Please pray with Ellen for Ukraine, her ministry
partners, and for her time in Ukraine with them. Pray that peace between nations would be
reached, that the ministries in Ukraine would be fruitful, and that the Lord would be preparing
Ellen for this mission. Please also join her in prayer for His provision: financially, emotionally and
spiritually. — Leslie Urie

For more information about the Prayer League, visit the website at
www.prayerleague.org,

email us at info-usa@prayerleague.org, or call 612.871.6843
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Ellen Dalager joined Prayer League ministry partners in Lviv, Ukraine, in
September 2025. She works alongside them and their families, teaching
English, leading youth and young adult groups, and working with new or
expecting displaced mothers. She also writes LETTERS FROM LVIV, a bimonthly
newsletter about her missionary life in Ukraine.

[Contact Ellen to receive her previous newsletters.]

Contact Ellen at: Ellen2thenations@gmail.com
WhatsApp text: 218.329.2732

Links:

Ellen: https://wmpl.org/fellow-worker/ellen-dalager/

Discipleship House: https://prayerleague.org/discipleship-house/

PL: https://prayerleague.org/

Lviv: https://www.britannica.com/place/Lviv-Ukraine

Ukraine: https://www.britannica.com/place/Ukraine

JV: https://www.josiahventure.com/

Budapest: https://www.britannica.com/place/Budapest

Hungary: https://www.britannica.com/place/Hungary

Amazing Race: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The Amazing Race (American TV series)

Gyor: https://www.britannica.com/place/Gyor

Malenovice: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malenovice

Czechia: https://www.britannica.com/place/Czech-Republic

Steiger: https://www.steiger.org/



mailto:Ellen2thenations@gmail.com
https://wmpl.org/fellow-worker/ellen-dalager/
https://prayerleague.org/discipleship-house/
https://prayerleague.org/
https://www.britannica.com/place/Lviv-Ukraine
https://www.britannica.com/place/Ukraine
https://www.josiahventure.com/
https://www.britannica.com/place/Budapest
https://www.britannica.com/place/Hungary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Amazing_Race_(American_TV_series)
https://www.britannica.com/place/Gyor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malenovice
https://www.britannica.com/place/Czech-Republic
https://www.steiger.org/

