Let’s Give It Up For... God!
By Nathan Hanson
Ideas From Churches, November 2024

Note from Editor Bill Moberly: / saw a e-newsletter in late summer from Tartu Academy of
Theology (TAT) President Siimon Haamer. (TAT is a life-changing ministry in Estonia. See more
info here.) Siimon shared that the “small rural Leaf Mountain Lutheran Church of Clitherall, MN,
voted to send an awe-inspiring $58,000 as a matching gift to the Tartu Academy Home of Hope
appeal.” Siimon mentioned my friend Nate Hanson, Pastor of Leaf Mountain, and included the
following nice quote too: “Nathan Hanson, pastor of Leaf Mountain Lutheran shared some
thoughts about this generous gift: ‘It is my opinion small rural Lutheran congregations that
comprise so much of the Lutheran witness here in the USA have an ill-founded
reputation. Numbers are down in churches most everywhere, but we are finding growing
interest in our fellowship of believers in Jesus, and His provision for our every need. We are
delighted to share in a ministry that is growing in strength and expression in the face of great
struggles, namely Home of Hope in Estonia. Their faith enlivens ours!””

| contacted Pastor Nate, interested in hearing “the rest of the story”, as Paul Harvey often said. |
asked him to write something for CGM, which is a good word for small churches that have big
reserves.”

Leaf Mountain Lutheran Church

Leaf Mountain Lutheran Church — Clitherall, Minnesota \ =

Leaf Mountain Lutheran Church is located just south of Clitherall,
MN, on County Road 6. Worship is on Saturday afternoons (except

for the summer, Memorial Day through Labor Day)—a “matinee” : = T
held at 2 p.m. with coffee and dessert at 3 p.m. Generally, we Leaf Mountain |
worship about 30 people each weekend. Leaf Mountain has been Lutheran Church '

exceptionally active in recognizing special needs for individuals and caTURDAY QR T
) with supper to follow.
churches, with a common resolve to serve such summons as best ’ une e ;
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Everyone welcome!

they can. We celebrated our 150t anniversary in 2023. s




Church Resources: What is the Ministry/Mission?

In our part of the world, there are beautiful country churches, painted up

and well-groomed... locked tight against threats of vandalism. There is no
longer any worship to be held in these buildings, except for special occasions
and festivals. Resources are available from careful investments, with demands
they be used for the maintenance of the building. There is no ministry for
anyone to pursue. Instead, the mission is to protect a space of remembrance,
of recollection of grand old days.

Investments protect the building, the grounds, and the cemeteries that hold the
remains of loved ones and ones long gone. What would the forebears of these
structures think of this witness? Pride, you reckon?

Resources Belong to God

Jesus had devoted followers who gave up their lives for His Church. Were they

too stupid to know that what was really important was to secure the pinnacle
places of faith? Had they no thought of providing places for people to go, so they
could better remember Jesus and His love? Why didn’t they purchase the Upper
Room, or develop some means of purchasing Calvary, the site of Jesus’ crucifixion?
Think of the money to be generated for Christ’s Church, with more funds to buy
more spaces of religious significance, so long ago! Talk about church growth!

There are at least two reasons for such “lack of foresight” from the disciples.
First, they were a group of outcasts, who readily knew from Jesus’ death what
awaited them if they witnessed to anybody about Him!

Second, they would have defied what Jesus had told them to do: “Go... and make
disciples... baptizing them... and teaching them to obey all | have commanded

n

you.

Jesus is not into real estate. He owns the whole world. The money you give
as “your gift” is already His, and it is for the Church, for people to learn they
can become His people. When the offering is given appropriately, it’s indeed
“the Church’s money”.

It isn’t your money or my money. It is God’s resource, for God’s use, for God’s people.



The Future

Leaf Mountain Lutheran Church
doesn’t know what its future
holds. We don’t have the
people we would like to have
coming to join us for worship
on a regular basis. Qurs is an
aging congregation, with fewer
and fewer people of less and
less strength to do much more
than “go and tell”.

Programs aren’t written for our
“predicament”, but then
programs anticipate artificial
intelligence, like forecasts of
city growth and community Leaf Mountain nestled in beautiful rural setting
development. They cannot

predict the future.

Covid was devastating to church life in lots of places, but Leaf Mountain
was not overwhelmed. We yet plan, and we adjust, and we scheme...
but the future of our establishment is entirely in the hands of God.

Many small rural churches have learned there is nobody out there that will

come to help us. We have learned, perhaps too well, how to take care of

ourselves. If others can't make it, that’s just too bad. We all know insurance

is necessary, and funds for emergencies are critical. Sometimes we can look

to each other for immediate assistance, but after that we just kind of hope

people will come to see our little church in the country. If another congregation

fizzles out, we hope there are people from those places who might wander our way.
Maybe we could have a choir again, or maybe they would develop our Bible Study groups.

Maybe... probably not.



Invest Resources Today Where God is Working

The truth is your gift, as a small congregation, could be to invest some of the money you
“control” now. Direct some of your “rainy day funds” to places that are really seeing a vibrant
response to Jesus, where floods of people stand now in real need of His Living Water!
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Tartu Academy of Theology

left: Pastor Nate standing beside a billboard cutout of
Tartu Academy of Theology president Siimon Haamer
[photo taken about 2019]

We all have some things that are dear to us, things that we really hold

in high regard, that we hope to leave our children. Most of those cherished
possessions are unwanted by those we hope to give it to. Perhaps you have
something really big to pass on, like property or land. For all the promises
given, you can’t possibly govern what happens to even those precious
resources when you die and are “out of the picture”.

It’s the same for the resources compiled by a congregation. The money secured
for their ministry goes elsewhere for use to be determined by someone else,
unless it is retained for building maintenance.

Oh, isn’t God happy with that!

Surviving members don’t get to divide the money and head to Cancun for a
vacation. The funds go to the governing church body.



If you want to have a hand in where those accrued finances go,
spend it while your congregation’s hands are yet warm. You can
invest right now in God’s doings, and revel in the difference it can
make for some young child to hear of Christ Jesus and His love for
them right now.

If you have grandchildren, and your kids don’t want you to “poison”
their minds with Jesus, you can send your money to where His witness
is resonating. Someone’s grandchild will hear about Him.

| was raised with the notion that “God’s family is bigger than our family.” All
God’s children and grandchildren need to hear of Jesus and His love. They don’t
need to see the place you were baptized, they need the love of Christ
proclaimed, and the relief their sins are truly forgiven.

Whether in Africa, in Estonia, Milwaukee, Shanghai or Keewatin, Minnesota, the
money will be taken to do God’s work in God’s world with your say-so.

Remember, it’s not your money. It’s not my money. It’s God’s money, and He is
unimpressed with the strength of any congregational financial profile, even less
by beautiful, wondrous empty church buildings.

You want to be remembered? Give it back to God and the strength of His might!

“Let's give it up for... the Lord Jesus Christ!”

Nathan Hanson has been a pastor in over a dozen

rural congregations, serving since his ordination in 1984.

His experiences have been expanded by mission opportunities

and ministry working with chemical dependency. He lives in

| Vining, Minnesota, with his wife, Ruth. They have 3 grown children.

Contact Pastor Nate at: pasturehanson@gmail.com



Links:
TAT: https://tatest.org/

Haamer: https://tatest.org/haamer-family/

Estonia: https://www.britannica.com/place/Estonia

Leaf Mountain: https://www.facebook.com/p/Leaf-Mountain-Lutheran-Church-

100064580685959/? rdr

Home of Hope: https://tatest.org/home-of-hope/

gift: https://tatest.org/58000-match-gift/

Paul Harvey: https://www.britannica.com/biography/Paul-Harvey

150t: https://battlelakereview.com/2023/07/leaf-mountain-lutheran-church-notes-150th/

Nate Hanson: pasturehanson@gmail.com

Nathan Hanson has been a pastor in over a dozen rural congregations, serving since his
ordination in 1984. His experiences have been expanded by mission opportunities and ministry
working with chemical dependency. He lives in Vining, Minnesota with his wife, Ruth. They
have 3 grown children.
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